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UM’S KEVIN CANTY HITS IT BIG AS FICTION WRITER
By Terry Brenner 
University Communications
In 1988 Kevin Canty decided "to jump off the deep end" -- become a writer. Eight years 
later this newest faculty member in the University of Montana English department’s creative 
writing program is enjoying the soothing waters of success.
Just published is his first novel, "Into the Great Wide Open," described Sept 5 in the New 
York Times Book Review as an "impressive and moving book (that) precisely captures the 
precarious nature of life on the brink of adulthood."
The novel is Canty’s second book. His first, a collection of short stories published in 1994 
titled "A Stranger in This World," was so successful it came out in paperback a year later and is 
now out in Dutch and on its way into German, French and Spanish translations.
Although Canty is new to UM’s faculty, he’s no stranger to it He studied at UM as an 
undergraduate in the early 1970s, taking classes in fiction writing and poetry from the likes of Bill 
Kittredge, Dick Hugo and Madeline DeFrees. But he stopped short of a bachelor’s degree in 
English.
"I always thought of myself as a writer, but I never had the patience to finish anything," he
says.
He hung around Missoula until 1981, though, wired into the rock scene as a guitarist in a 
string of bands. This eventually led to a small electronic sound business he set up in Portland,
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Ore., where he settled down and "actually had a life" — of sorts: He was working 80 hours a week.
In 1988, he said, "I decided if I could find the discipline to do that, I could find the 
discipline to write."
Returning to UM, he blitzed through 24 credits in one term to get a bachelor’s degree.
Then, moving on, he earned a Master of Arts from the University of Florida and a Master of Fine 
Arts from the University of Arizona, then taught a year at the University of North Carolina- 
Wilmington.
Even after settling in Missoula this summer, he was still moving. Almost before he could 
find a house and get unpacked, he was off and reading. His publisher, had him crisscrossing the 
country to promote his novel -- making stops in New York, Washington, Atlanta, Chapel Hill, San 
Francisco, Seattle, Minneapolis, Berkeley and Whitefish.
It was Canty’s third book tour in three summers. The first two promoted his short story 
collection in 1994 and its debut as a paperback in 1995.
In September Canty jetted off to the Netherlands, where he’d been invited to read from his 
work at the Crossing Border Festival, a gathering of writers from all over the world.
On Friday, Oct. 25, he’ll give a reading in Missoula starting at 7 p.m. at Freddy’s Feed and 
Read. Listeners will hear about people in trouble, Canty’s usual subject matter.
"Their lives are so much more dramatic than people who aren’t in trouble," he said. "I’m 
usually looking for some situation that’s got some tension."
Hired by UM’s English department to replace recently retired creative writing teacher Earl 
Ganz, Canty teaches undergraduate and graduate fiction writing classes. But, he said, the classes
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are just a small part of teaching students.
"It’s my job to coach them, guide them, read their stuff," he said. "There’s nothing like the 
hands-on, working one-on-one with a student
"If Robert Redford decided to make a movie out of my novel tomorrow and I didn’t have to 
teach, I would still teach. Maybe not as much as I do now, but I’d still teach. I love the contact.
I love to talk about writing. I really like the students."
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Contact: Kevin Canty, English assistant professor, 243-5162 
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